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Press Release

EC President Barroso to address newspaper
publishers at ENPA 50" Anniversary Congress

Brussels, 2nd November, 2011 — The President of the European Commission, José
Manuel Barroso, will give the key note speech at the 50" Anniversary Congress of the
European Newspaper Publishers’ Association, at The Square in Brussels on 8" November
2011. European Commission Vice-President, Viviane Reding, responsible for Justice,
Fundamental Rights and Citizenship, will give the opening speech at the event. The closing
speech will be given by Commissioner Michel Barnier, who is responsible for Internal Market
and Services.

The ENPA Congress, which will be attended by publishers from around Europe, will include
two policy panels comprising Members of the European Parliament, senior representatives
of European institutions, publishers and journalists. The first panel will focus on “The Role of
Newspapers in Democratic Society” and the second will look at “The Future of News Media”.
Ben Fenton, Chief Media Correspondent of the Financial Times, will moderate the debate.

ENPA President, Ivar Rusdal, said: “The very fact that so many high level politicians and
European representatives will join us to mark ENPA’s 50™ Anniversary, points to the
continued importance and influence of newspapers in our society. The special mission of a
free and independent press, to hold public authorities to account, is as vital today as ever.”

The ENPA 50" Anniversary Congress takes place at a time when the European Commission
is reviewing its VAT System, an issue of great significance to the newspaper business.
ENPA Executive Director, Francine Cunningham, said: “It is indispensable that the zero,
super reduced and reduced VAT rates for printed newspapers are maintained, since this
contributes so much to public policy goals. The EU should also allow Member States to
apply these rates in a technologically neutral way to newspapers in digital formats, which are
today subject to a standard VAT rate. The current distinction is simply out of date.”

The European Newspaper Publishers’ Association is an international non-profit
organisation representing newspapers on all platforms. ENPA represents over 5,200
national, regional and local newspaper titles, published in 23 EU Member States, plus
Norway, Switzerland and Serbia. More than 150 million newspapers are sold and read
by over 300 million Europeans every day, in addition to millions of readers of
newspapers in digital formats.

For further information contact:
Francine Cunningham, Executive Director
email: francine.cunningham@enpa.be or tel: +32 (0)2 551 01 90
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13.30 - 14.00
14.00 - 14.15

Doors open for Registration
Welcome by ENPA President, Mr. Ivar RUSDAL

14.15-14.30 Opening speech

Vice-President of the European Commission, Mrs. Viviane REDING
14.30-15.30 Policy Panel

"The Role of Newspapers in Democratic Society”
Participants:

Baron BLACK OF BRENTWOOD, Executive Director, Telegraph Media Group
Mr. Roland BLESS - Director of OSCE Media Freedom Department

Ms. Sophie IN 'T VELD, Vice-President Civil Liberties Committee,

European Parliament

Mrs. Beth COSTA, General Secretary, International Federation of Journalists
Mr. Valdo LEHARI JR, ENPA Vice-President, Publisher, Reutlinger General
Anzeiger

Moderator: Chief Media Correspondent Financial Times, Mr. Ben FENTON

15.30 - 16.00 Keynote speech
President of the European Commission, Mr José Manuel BARROSO

16.00 - 16.30 Coffee break

PROGRAMME

THE FUTURE OF PRESS IN EUROPE
ENPA 50TH ANNIVERSARY CONGRESS

Tuesday, 8th November 2011 The SQUARE - Coudenberg 3, B-1000 Brussels

16.30 - 17.30 Policy Panel

“The Future of News Media”

Participants:

Mr. Anthony WHELAN, Head of Cabinet of Vice-President of the European
Commission, Mrs. Neelie KROES

Ms Anni PODIMATA, MEP, Vice-President of the European Parliament
Vice-Chair of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

Mr. Malcolm HARBOUR, MEP, Chair of Intfernal Market Committee,
European Paliament

Mr. Reijo KEMPPINEN, Director-General of DG Press, Communication,
Transparency in the General Secretariat of the Council of the EU

Mr. Christian VAN THILLO, CEO of de Persgroep

Ms Nadja HIRSCH, MEP, German Liberals' spokesperson on media policy in
European Parliament.

Mr. Carlo PERRONE, ENPA Vice-President, Publisher, Il Secolo XIX
Moderator: Chief Media Correspondent Financial Times, Mr. Ben FENTON

17.30-18.00 Closing speech
Internal Market and Services Commissioner, Mr. Michel BARNIER

18.00 Closure of conference
ENPA Executive Director, Ms. Francine CUNNINGHAM

18.00 - 21.00 Cocktail followed by Dinner (Panorama Hall, The Square)

our actions at www.enpa.be




